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The only rivers of any significant size are the Ural and the
Emba. The streams throughout the remainder of the lowland
drain into inland saline lakes, or lose themselves in sands and
salt marshes. Between the Aral and Caspian seas there are
no streams at-all.
THE HIGHER EAST
To the east of the Turgai tableland region rises the Kazakh
Upland country, a region of Hercynian folding, considerably
eroded and worn down, but with a1 range of short broken
heights running from south-east to north-west, with an average
altitude less than 5000 feet above sea-level. But it must be
noted that these heights rise from an upland plateau which
is itself from 1000 to 3000 feet above sea-level. In the east
these highlands join the Tarbagat and Altai Ranges.
The Tobol and Irtysh rise on the northern slopes of the
highlands which separate the Arctic from the Aral Sea
drainage. The inland, drainage basin around the Aral Sea
contains numerous salt lakes, usually shallow, but in some
cases of considerable extent.
The southern part of the upland consists of the arid Bet-
Pak-Dala Plateau. The plateau falls from a height of about
1600 feet in the north to less than 500 feet in'the south. The
northern edge is a steep escarpment, similar to that of the
Ust-Urt Plateau.
Outcrops of crystalline and magmatic rocks occur in many -
places. In the north there are numerous solonchak1 forma-
tions, while towards the south there are great expanses of
desert and semi-desert. Although the Syr Darya runs along
the southern edge of the plateau none of* the streams which
flow from the higher land manage to reach this river. Their
dried-up channels, however, indicate that at one time they
were, in fact, tributaries of the Syr Darya. To-day they
become lost in the sands.
The landscape of the Bet-Pak-Dala tableland is as lifeless
as that of the Ust-Urt region.   But the surface is different,
since it is not even, but broken by ravines and low hills.
1 See p. 115.